ORDINANCE NO. 03-1

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF ROSWELL PROVIDING FOR FLOOD DAMAGE
PROTECTION; AMENDING CHAPTER 11 OF THE ROSWELL CITY CODE , 1999;
ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION, DEFINING NECESSARY
TERMS, AND PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATION OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING
FOR REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES OR PARTS OF ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT
HEREWITH; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND FIXING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF
THE CITY OF ROSWELL, that:

Section 1. In the Roswell City Code, 1999, Chapter 11 is hereby amended to read as
follows:

Chapter 11
DRAINAGE AND FLOOD CONTROL

Article I In General §§ 11-1—11-5
Article II Flood Damage Prevention §§ 11-6—11-45
Division 1. Generally §§ 11-6—11-15
Division 2. Definitions §§ 11-16—11-20
Division 3. General Provisions §§ 11-21—11-30
Division 4. Administration §§ 11-31—11-40
Division.5. Provisions for Flood Hazard Reduction §§ 11-40—11-46

ARTICLE 1. IN GENERAL
Section 11-1. Use of ditches, gutters and drains
All ditches, gutters and drains used for conducting water within the city shall be so used and
controlled as to prevent any overflow or flood upon any of the public highways, streets or alleys,
and such ditches, drains or gutters used for water shall be kept in good order by the party using
the same, and the ditch kept clean and with a proper outlet for the water running through the

same. This section shall not apply to water or ditches used for city purposes or in which the city

has any use therein.
(Code 1984 § 10-1; Ord. 00-7, 7/00)

Section 11-2. Obstruction of ditches
No person shall fill or obstruct any ditch used for the surface drainage on streets which do not
have curb and gutter.
(Code 1984 § 10-2; Ord. 1320, 4/99)
Sections 11-3—11-5. Reserved
ARTICLE II. FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Section 11-6. Statutory authorization
The legislature of the State of New Mexico has, in section 3-18-7 NMSA (1978), delegated the

responsibility to local governmental units to adopt regulations designed to minimize flood losses.
(Code 1984 § 10-16)
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Section 11-7. Findings of fact

(@) The flood hazard areas of Roswell, New Mexico are subject to periodic inundation which
results in the loss of life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and
governmental services and extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief; all of
which adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare.

(b) These flood losses are created by the cumulative effect of obstructions in flood plains which
cause an increase in flood heights and velocities and by the occupancy of flood hazard areas by
uses vulnerable to floods and hazardous to other lands, because they are inadequately elevated,
flood proofed or otherwise protected from flood damage.

(Code 1984 § 10-17)
Section 11-8. Statement of purpose
It is the purpose of this article to promote the public health, safety and general welfare and to
minimize public and private losses due to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed
to:

(1) Protect human life and health;

(2) Minimize the expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;

(3) Minimize the need for rescue and relief efforts associated with flooding and generally
undertaken at the expense of the general public;

(4) Minimize prolonged business interruptions;

(5) Minimize damage to public facilities and utilities, such as water and gas mains, electric,
telephone and sewer lines, and streets and bridges located in flood plains;

(6) Help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of
flood-prone areas in such a manner as to minimize future flood-blight areas; and

(7) Ensure that potential buyers are notified that property is in a flood area.
(Code 1984 § 10-18)

State law references—Municipal authority to regulate flood and mudslide hazard areas,
NMSA 1978, § 3-18-7; municipal flood control activities, NMSA 1978, § 3-41-1 et seq.
Cross references—Buildings and building regulations, Ch. 6; planning and development, Ch. 19;
streets and sidewalks, Ch. 22; water, sewers and sewage disposal, Ch. 26.

Section 11-9. Methods of reducing flood losses
In order to accomplish its purposes, this article uses the following methods:

(1) Restricts or prohibits uses that are dangerous to health, safety or property in times of
flood or cause excessive increases in flood heights or velocities;

(2) Requires that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be
protected against flood damage at the time of initial construction;

(3) Control the alteration of natural flood plains, stream channels and natural protective
barriers which are involved in the accommodation of flood waters;

(4) Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase flood
damage;

(5) Prevents or regulates the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert

flood waters or which may increase flood hazards to other lands.
(Code 1984 § 10-19)
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